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IN WHICH 


A new TRRORT of that Drs EASE is 
attempted, from which the proximate Cauſe 
is inveſtigated, and Indications brought 
from thence ; ſhewing clearly the Con- 
ſiſtency of the Method of Cure. 
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EPILEPSY. 


412 intention of the Author, under 


this genus Epilepſia, is to deſeribe 
that diſeaſe which has been moſt com- 
monly in this iſland, called the Falling Sicꝶ- 
neſs: The reaſon, why we chuſe to give it the 
title of Epilepſy is, it being the general Term 
now in uſe amongſt the moſt accurate and re- 
cent Syſtematics : But before I attempt to 
enumerate the phenomena and different ſymp- 
toms. accompanying it, I think it neceflary, 
in order to avoid the danger of its being con- 
founded with any other Genera, of the claſs 
of Neuroſes of Dr. Cullen, or of the Spaſini 
of Sauvage, to which it pertains ; to give it a 
Definition, which I thall endeavour to be as 
conciſe in as the matter will admit. 3 
| B E- 
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DEFINITION. 


Tur Epilepſy is a diſeaſe of the convulſive 
kind, returning periodically, affecting the ex- 
tremities with various and irregular motions; 
every ſenſe, as well as the faculties of the 
mind, for a certain time are altogether obli- 
terated. | 


* 


' Havins thus defined the diſeaſe, I ſhall 
next endeavour to illuſtrate its appearance more 
accurately in a detail of the particular ſymp- 
toms attending it; but as I have before re- 
marked that it is a periodical one, and as many 
circumſtances ſhew the approach of theſe pe- 
riods, it ſeems moſt proper to take our firſt 
obſervations from them. Before any one is 
ſeized with an Epileptic Fit, as it is called, 
he or ſhe generally perceives the head to be in 
ſome degree affected by ſtupor, or a kind of 
ſwimming, which we expreſs by the name 
Vertigo; the countenance is ſometimes red 
and bloated, at other times in a collapſed ſtate, 
the eyes ſparkle and appear highly excited, a 


HISTORY oF THE DISEASE. 


- ſmall inflammation or red ſpot is frequently 


perceived upon the white of them, increaſing 
gradually till the time of acceſſion ; the cir- 
cumambient parts are conſiderably diſtended ; 


viſion 


3 


gree, ſometimes indeed altogether abſent. 


The Iris has very different appearances, 
ſometimes purple, at others black; the ears 
tingle, and ſounds are difficultly heard; diſ- 
agreeable ſmells and taſtes are alſo perceived. 

The patient's diſcourſe deviates much from 
what it is in health, being either quicker or 
ſlower, and at this time ſaliva is emitted from 


the mouth very copiouſly; the jugular veins 


are enlarged, and at laſt a loſs of ſenſe takes 
place. i EEE 
Neither are the parts below theſe altogether 


free from complaint, but are affected with 


ſymptoms common to other ſpaſmodic diſ- 
eaſes, particularly thoſe of hyſteria and hypo- 
chondriari ; but it frequently varies here, act- 
ing - differently in different temperaments ; 
ſometimes a pain is felt between the ſhoulders, 
the abdomen is drawn upwards, the tendons 
are convulſed, the heart and extremities - trem- 
ble, yawning and difficult reſpiration ſucceed, 
the extremities grow cold, the penis is præ- 
ternaturally diſtended, a ſenſe of air or warm 
vapour is often perceived from the hypochon- 
dria, extremities or loweſt parts, aſcending to 
the higher and to the ſenorium. ä 
The eructions alſo are very irregular, for 
beſides the profuſion of ſaliva, which has been 
ſpoken of above, the digeſtions of the in- 


teſtines are fœtid and very offenſive, the urine 
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is alſo diſcharged in greater quantity than is 
cuſtomary, and not ſufficiently elaborated. 

Nocturnal emiſſions of ſemen frequently 
happen from ſalacious dreaming, a ſenſe of 
inflation is alſo perceived at the præcordia, 
the abdomen begins to ſwell and murmur, 
the appetite vitiated; requiring food either in 
too great or ſmall quantity, ſome are excited 
by anger, others are depreſſed by ſorrow or 
fear; others again are diſtracted by anxious 
cares, ſome tranſported hy joy, by feelifh and 
intemperate laughing; others within a ſhort 
{pace of time run through all their different 
aftections, ſleep is either too profound or diſ- 
tutbed with terrifying dreams; the incubus 
or night-mare frequently is an addition to 
theſe calamities. By the increaſe of theſe 
ſymptoms, at laft the occaſion. appears, by 
which the patient 1s er on the ground 
by a groan, all the ſenſes and the faculty of 
the mind being abandoned, _ 
Violent convultions ſeize the whole body, 
the muſcles of the face being differently diſ- 
torted, ſeem to expreſs different ſenſes of the 
mind, as thoſe ef grief, joy, anger, love, &c. 
there is alſo a 5 grinding or grating of 
the teeth takes place, to ſuch a degree as ſome- 
times to deſtroy part of their extremities; it is 
not unuſual for the tongue to protrude a little 
out of the mouth, and the cloſing of the 
Jaws frequently cauſe the teeth to cut it ex- 

55 | ceedingly: 


(9) 
cetdingly ; a livid appearance of the lips and 
under parts of the eyes takes place, which, ih 


a ſhort time, runs over the whole face; the 


palpebfae of the eyes are irregulatly moved, 
but never are ſo far conſtricted as to cover all 
the white; the mouth is dry, ſparm prevail- 
ing in the beginning, afterwards it pours forth 


its ſaliva, the ſparm not being ſolved ; reſpi- 


ration is performed with the greateſt diffieul- 
ty and labor, as if a perſon was actually under 
efforts of ſtrength, and the hands are clinched 
with great force, neither are the heart ad ar- 
teries free from diſtreſs, the pulfations of whieh 
ate at firſt quick and ſmall, in a ſhort time 


they become full and flow; not having their 


proper force; and can ſcarcely be numbeted, 
wanting their tegular order ; after this the 


venis of the face, alſo the præcordia and 


abdomen begin to ſwell ; the excretions are 
alſo conſiderably diſturbed; for inſtead of ſa» 
liva, which was before very profuſely fecteted, 
a foam ariſes in the mouth, alſo ſtools, urine, 
ſweat and ſemen, are ſpontaneouſly evacuated, 
in an excited ſyſtem, endued with great ſen- 
fibility ; vomiting alſo happens ſometimes. 
All theſe fymptoms by degrees begin to 
vaniſh, and the Convaleſcent Epileptic has not 
the appearance of death, of a moriburid ſtate, 
but a more natural ſleep at laſt returns again; 
but yet not ſo ſafficiently natural but that it 
repre- 


(10) 
.repreſents Apoplexy. The breathing at laſt 
becomes leſs laborious ; and a ſhort ſpace of 
time intervening,” the patient, not conſcious 
of any thing that has happened, is reſtored to 
his natural ſtate : it rarely occurs that a per- 
ſon "recovers immediately all his faculties, 


upon the paroxyſm ſubſiding ; for generally 


there remains an inactivity to motion, in all 
the extremities, dullneſs of conception, pains 
of the head, and dimneſs of fight ; all which 
continue ſome time. The times of in- 
terval between theſe acceſſions are very diffe- 
rent; ſome are attacked every day, or ſome- 
times twice in the day; others once in the 
month; and others again, at a much greater 
diſtance of time; but the acceſſions do not 
obſerve regular periods, even in the ſame per- 
ſon; and the continuance of the acceſſion alſo 
differs greatly, ſome only being diſtreſſed for a 
few minutes, others whole days: and here we 
conelude our account of the ſymptoms attend- 


ing Epilepſy. 


REMOTE CAUSES. 


Tux different remote cauſes, and the ef- 
| fects of thoſe viſible upon the brain of diſ- 
ſected Epileptics, ſufficiently demonſtrate, that 
Epilepſy moſt frequently depends on a turgid 
ſtate of the brain; theſe cauſes, / — 
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act directly upon the brain, or primarily on 


another part of the body, are at laſt transfer- 

red to it, and there act k. £ ; 
Thoſe that act within the brain may, as fa 

as at preſent we have learnt from diſſections, 


be properly reſerred to ſix heads: 1. Mecha- 


all caſes of depreſſion. 2. Chemical Sti- 
muli----Colle&tions' of acrid fluids. 3. Mat- 


ters preventing the free circulation of the blood, 
or proper action of the nerves, under which 
are comprehended tumor, oſſifications, and 
compreſſions. 4. Where the veſſels of the 


brain are preternaturally filled with blood. 


5. Effuſions of blood. 6. Effuſions of Se- 


rum. 


cauſes conſiſt in a full and turgid ſtate of the 
brain, which is the fourth cauſe; and an in- 


creaſe of this, the fifth and the fixth follows 


either of theſe, when no hydropic habit - is 


preſent; which may be eaſily detected by its 
ſymptoms, and diſtinguiſhed from that ſtate of 
turgiſcency which we are endeavouring to in- 
veſtigate ; an impeded circulation in the ſinu- 


ſes of the brain, or jugular veins, will cauſe | 


the arterious blood to act with greater impe- 
tus, upon their exhalents, which will cauſe an 


effuſion of ſerum ; and a ſmall effuſion in the 


* Vide Bonetus, Morgagni, and Lieutaud. 
pi brain 


It is bois; beyond a doubt, that all theſe. 


(642) 
brain is more liable to do harm than in any 
other part 3 becauſe here we have no abſorb- 
ents, and the veins only perform this office; 
ſo that a ſmall quantity Yer ſerum effuled, mutt 
accummlate by ſtagnation for went of this ab- 
1 ſyſtem. 

The ſixth cauſe is therefore an effect of the 

two foregoing ; nor dees the firſt act imme- 
ere unleſs by giving that full habit we 
have been diſeuſſing, or in ſame degree aſſiſt- 
el by that, we are certain it does not give 
a more certain Epilepſy, and the cure of every 
Epilepſy coming from this origin, confilts in 
2 diminution of the full habit. What pe 
tains to the ſecond, I agree that acrid am, 
cal Stimuli are both obnoxious to, and capable 
of giving Epilepſy ; but as ſuch I deny its ca- 
pability ef giving one where the paroxyſim is 
continued longer, and when the ſtimulus is 
preſent, and the fit has been more durable, and 
{crous colluvies found extravaſated ; I contend 
that it is the effect of the diſeaſe, and of the 


impetus of the blood, which before has been 


elucidated. 

The third cauſe is the only one remaining 
to be reconciled to our general opinion, under 
whieh are claſſed, hard tumors and conſertions 
in the brain, impeding the free circulation 
through it: this is pretty well explained by 


the gel and ſecond cauſe; ſuch is a compreſ- 


hard- 
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(130 
hardneſs: this cauſe therefore ſeems to me to 
act as a ſtimulus, quickening the circulation of 
the blood through its veſſels; therefore this, 
as well as the firſt cauſe, if not directly, yet 


in effect produces the plenitude neceſſary for 


our propotition ; and the ſame may be added 
with reſpect to the other four cauſes, which 
have been before enumerated, and properly 
reconciled, as terminating ſimilarly. 

Theſe concluſions are ot the greateſt advan- 
tage in practice, and clearly ſhew us how we 
ought to diminiſh the Plethoric habit of Epi- 


leptics, and recommend abſtinence: this is 5 


an excellent example of the ule of diſſections 
in inveſtigating proximate cauſes of diſeaſes, 
though much neglected at paar by _— 
ſicians. 

Not that 1 mean to An or give it as my 
opinion, that there is no Epilepſy but what 
depends on Plethora ; many depend on inani- 
tion, others on neither cduſe: more are how- 
ever to be referred to it than at firſt view we 


imag 


Ie a caſe if Epilepſy, renvirkdd by 
my moſt ingenious maſter and illuſtrious pro- 
feſſor, Dr. Cullen, at Edinburgh, which was 
brought on by fear; and yet before every re- 
turn of the paroxyſm an inflammation of one 
of the eyes was clearly perceived. _ 

As we have gone pretty fully through theſe 
cauſes, which act within the Cranium, let us 

| C endeavours 
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endeavour, in order more certainly to eſtab- 
liſh the nature of the diſeaſe, as depending 
on this plethoric ſtate of the Brain, to ſhew 
how cauſes originally acting elſewhere, or at 
a diſtance, produce the ſame effects. 
Impreſſions of different kinds, acting upon 
the ſenſes in general, give Epilepſy, according 
to their degree of impulſe ; they do not act as 
being of. diſtin& or different kinds, but by 
force of impreſſion, or reflect ſenſations, ex- 
cited (as they are called) and this may be re- 
conciled to all the ſenſes, except that of 
ſmell, upon which odours ſeem to act parti- 
cularly; neither have theſe the power of act- 
ing, unleſs ſufficiently ſtrong. So a conſider- 
able degree of pain, of any part —joy, and 
what is {till more, fear, which is carried to a 
degree of terror, have produced Epilepſy.— 
Terror acts more ' powerfully as a ſtimulus 
than joy; becauſe we are modified by nature 
to attend more peculiarly to thoſe motions of 
the mind, which free us from danger, than 
thoſe which elevate us to ſudden proſperity.— 
And why not? when we conſider, that ſud- 
den deſtruction is eſcaped in one caſe, and 
only tranſitory pleaſure acquired in the other. 
Chemical Stimuli act alſo in like manner; 
ſome upon the whole ſyſtem, others only on 
a particular part, as by ſtimulating the ſto- 
mach; and theſe do not act ſpecifically, but 
according to their ſtrength do they produce 

= | Epilepſy. 
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Epilepſy.—Odours, indeed, as we have be- 


fore ſaid, ſeem to have a peculiar mode of 


action, and ſome other cauſes produce the diſ- 
eaſe from encreaſed irritability of the patient ; 
as among children, dentition, calculi, and 
worms. And theſe cauſes act in the ſame 
manner as. thoſe within the brain, viz. by 


ſtimulating the brain to more violent motions, 


and quickening the circulation of the blood 
through it; which, from our former ob- 
ſervations, ſeems to be the moſt frequent 
cauſe of Epilepſy. But having before faid, 
that Epilepſy might ariſe from a contrary 
ſtate, we ſhall run over theſe cauſes, as not 
being of ſo much conſequence and impor- 
tance, with leſs preciſion. 
Perturbations of the mind, by diminiſhing 
the action of the brain, produce a tempora- 
ry Epilepſy, quickly terminating in either 
death or health, as is obſerved in the effects 
of great and ſudden joy, or terror; but it 
would have been ſufficient only to have men- 
tioned theſe once, as they very commonly bring 
on death in a ſimilar manner; as by Palſy, 
Apoplexy, Syncope, and Convulſions.— Some 
of the affections of the mind give a more con- 
tinued Epilepſy, and one more pertinent to 
our propoſition, as Fear; which, by diminiſn- 
ing in a certain manner the mobility of the 
nervous power, ſeems, by an inherent law in 
our ſyſtem, to give in a certain ratio, a re- 
WP BY En action 
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action of the efforts of the brain, Which is 
even greater than natural; or the remem- 


brance of this fame cautie of fear is often ve 


ſufficient to bring back the diſeaſe.— There is 
a fact of a pregnant woman being fatigued 
with trying a new gown, which by diminiſh- 
ing the excitement of the Senſorium, gave 
that reaction neceſſary for the production of 
an Epileptic fit; the fight of which gown, 
for ſometime after, was ſufficient to renew 
the paroxyim. Atonia of the ſtomach ſome- 
times is ſufficient to give Epileply ; : ſuch as 
is made by diſtention after eating, as is ob- 
ſerved by Galen. Fumes of Ipecacuana taken 
into the ſtomach, are capable of producing the 
ſame effects; alſo Mercury, and many other 
matters; the Variolous: contagion, induced 
by inoculation ; and the Aura Epileptica, and 
finally, compreſſjon of the brain, which pro- 
duces. Epilepiy, ſuch as generally Pede 
Apoplexy or Palſy. 

Thele cauſes, from dhe effects, nd method 
of cure, are very clearly ſcen to act, by giv- 
ing a ſtate of the brain; contrary: to: excite- 
ment, which we chuſe to call by the name 
Collapſe ; but then theſe act very rarely when 
compared with the former ; neither do they 
eſſentially deviate from our propoſition. 


From innumerable diſſections of Lieutaud, 


Morgagni, and others, of Epileptic patients; 
allo in the opinion of the greateſt characters 1n 
1 Phyſic, 
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Phyſic, Albertinius and Hoffman, and many 
others, truly honoured 100 eſteemed for their 
practice, it appears, that they, for the maſt 
part, frequently treated Epilepſy as a diſeaſe 
ſtrictly connected with Plethora; and thig 
alſo particularly agrees with the opinions and 
doctrines of my late moſt worthy Maſter and 
Inſtructor, Doctor Cullen, of Edinburgh. Pro- 
feſſor of the Inſtitutes and Practice of Phyſic; 
whoſe name I am at a loſs for words to adorn 
with that reverence, gratitude, andi affection, 
that it demands of me; but will always en- 
deavour to keep it in view in my praftice.— 
Jam allo of opinion, that this turgeſcent 
ſtate, which we have been endeavouring to 
eſtabliſn, will, argued fairly, moſt eaſily in- 
reſtigate the nature and cure of the Epilepſy. 

For the more clear and accurate. elucida- 
tion of the proximate. cauſe of this diſeaſe, 
let us conſiden thoſe habits that are maſt pre- 
diſpoſed to it. —Thoſe Syſtems inclined to 
Epilepſy, are generally endowed with enereaſ- 
ed mobility: by this I mean perſans ſubject 
to ſudden, irregular and violent motions of the 


mind; and is it not highly probable, that the 


ſtate of the brain in theſe habits, which is 
moved by eyery impulſe ol Gimuli,. and. very 
change of, tenſion, is ſimilar? 

This mobility is encreaſęed by repetition, 
and, after ſametime, become habitual, and al- 


moſt . ancording to the law of irrita- 


bility, 
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bility, (by which I mean the power of con- 
traction of muſcles) it is encreaſed and fa. 


cilitated by motion. —This explains the rea- 
ſon why, after one paroxyſm others can be 

uced by leſs active and weaker ſtimuli, 
and ſeems as if they were produced even ſpon- 
taneouſly ; for which reaſon it has been called 


a voluntary and feigned diſeaſe. This mobi- 


lity aſſiſts us much in the inveſtigation of the 
proximate cauſe of every Epilepſy.——There 
are two be Rr of r th NE, 


1. Debility of muſcular fibres. | 
2. Exceſs of tenſion. OE 


The firſt cauſe is clearly elucidated in in- 
fants, who are particularly obnoxious to Epi- 
leptic fits, a debile ſtate of muſcular fibres, or 
of the original ſtamina, can give ſuch a cer- 
tain condition of the nervous power, which 
makes: it more adapted to irregular motions, 
which we call encreaſed mobility: but per- 
haps this reaſoning may appear too ſubtile; 
fo I ſhall ede to __ other cauſe of mobi- 
"_» VIZ. 


— of | tenſion — giving belt, 


remains by ſome means now more clearly to 


be explained. Stretching fibres beyond their 
tone, gives encreaſe of mobility: ſo fibres 


centes; 
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- immoderately diſtended 0 the Potentiæ No- 
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centes; ſuch as exerciſe, heat, drunkenneſs, 


&c. eſpecially in a Plethoric ſyſtem; when 
the force of theſe is removed, they immediate 
ly relax themſelves, in a certain ratio, as they 


have been before diſtended; and in like man- 
ner are their oſcillations encreaſed; which re- 
miſſion, or relaxation, muſt frequently neceſ- 


farily take place in the brain.ä— This tenſion, 


which depends on the quantity and impetus 


of the humours, frequently remits; an ex- 
planation of which, by an example of an elaſ- 
tic cord, may perhaps render it-more eaſy to 


conceive : if ſuch a cord is extended, by force 


or by any weight, to a certain length, it will 
require a greater force, or weight, to ſtretch it 


as much more, than was at firſt applied: and 


in a ratio, according to the degree of diſten- 
ſion, ſo will be the reſilition, the diſtending 
power being removed : or, I may explain the 
fame thing by a pendulum ; as far as you re- 
move it by the hand from the center of gra- 
vity in one direction, giving it liberty, it will, 
in a certain ratio, go ſo much farther from it 
on the reverſe ſide.— A full, turgid ſtate of the 
brain is analogous to this ; the oſcillations of 
which are produced either ſpontaneouſly, or 
by faults occuring elſewhere ; as Plethora al- 
ways encreaſes itſelf. 

But beſides this cauſe of Epilepſy, conſiſt- 
ing in the excitement of the brain, or in its 


oreater oſcillations, that is exceſs of tenſion 
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connected with debility à defect of 16 ꝛ0n, 
debility being preſent; will produce the ſame 
effects. This 18 a peculiar law: of our ſyſtem ; 
as excitement produces Collapſe, ſo, in return, 
does ſedlative powers produce Excitements.— 
For the motions of our minds run into con- 
trary extremes. Terror produces this diſeaſe 
by exciting the braid ; but in 4 ſhott time it 
produces a contra Rate; the impetus being 
2 little — Binmnifita valet titillation brings 
about the ſame. 1. eee 5 as is obſerved 
by Ariſtotle : 


Omne animal poſt- eoitum rike. 


And bilier Cation caſte * in We . 
We ſhall however leave theſe diſcuſſions, and 
paſs to the cure of Epilepſy, depending on a 
turgeſcent ftate of the veſſels of the brain. 


METHOD 
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I. To avoid occaſional cauſes. 


II. To obviate A full habit. 230 80 07 
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I. All exciting cauſes: are particularly to be 


guarded againſt; ſo every thing that induces 
plethora, is ſtrictly to be forbid, as animal 
food, and matters that are highly nutritious; 


alſo whatever has the power of determining 


the blood to the head, as the rays of the ſun 


acting upon it, heat of the bed, favoured by 


the horizontal poſition, bathing, exerciſe, 
drunkenneſs, and anger, and whatever is ca- 
pable of inducing vertigo; as viewing of ob- 
jects from eminencies, venery, ſtrong im- 

D pulſes, 
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pulſes, as ſudden noiſes, ſtridor-of the hin 
of a door, commotions of the mind, remem- 
brance of the firſt cauſe of the diſeaſe, and 
fight of other patients labouring under the 
| fame paroxyſm. - | * 


II. By the ſecond indication of Cure, is in- 
tended not only to obviate the increaſe of a 
full habit, but alſo to diminiſh that which 
1s preſent ; for which purpoſes the following 

method ſeems to me moſt adyantageous. 


_ Firſt, Blood letting: This is peculiarly ef- 
ficacious, where the diſeaſe chiefly ſeems to 
- confiſt in tenſion, and a few ounces drawn 
will anſwer the intent; but when ſigns of 
congeſtion appear in the head, as by acut: 
pain, tumor, or any inflammation, then blood 
is to be drawn plentifully ; and for this rea- 
ſon I adviſe a large quantity to be taken at 
once, becauſe it is not fo ſoon repaired ; and 
as we know from fact that nothing more en- 
creaſes; plethora than frequent ſmall bleeding), 
performed periodically, the ſyſtem being ac- 
cuſtomed to loſe a certain quantity of blood 
at particular times, always provides for ſuch a 
\ lots: therefore, from the reatons above, it 1s 
ſufficienity clear, by ſmall repeated bleed- 
ings we increaſe that habit we wiſh to obviate. 
And this remedy may be uſed with greater 
ad vantage when we are acquainted, by any 
| {ymp- 
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Faiptanis, of an approaching acceſſion; up- 


on the appearance of which, 1 would very 


freely immediately draw blood from a vein. 

I ſhould, at the ſame time, be very cautious 
of inducing a Deliquium Animi, and this for 
two reaſons : 1ſt, Leſt I ſhould be fruſtrated 
in my intent as to quantity; and 2dly, As by 
this there is ſome danger to be apprehended of 
inducing an acceſſion. 

This then. may be the wle to bleed while 
the ſtrength of the patient remains favorable, 
Should not this prove ſufficient, which I am 
in hopes it would, then leeches, or cupping 
glaſſes, may be applied t to the r as ne- 


| e W 


Second, Da ape; The action of theſe is 
accompanied with ſtimulus ; and if this be a 


general one, often does as much harm as 


good: we ſhould always, in this caſe, pay 
particular attention that this ſtimulus be as 
much confined to the alimentary canal as poſ- 
fible ; which may have good effect in altering 
the Jatenmination from the head, which be- 
fore we elucidated to be 0 generally. the caſe 


with Epileptics. 
Theſe act by exciting the eme m mo- 
tion of the inteſtines, ang #hus- occaſioning 


a diſcharge of their contents; alſo by emul- 


ging the ſeveral excretions, Which! is a greater 


evacuation thay the former: hence purgatives 
| 1 "> Þ 2 muſt 
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muſt have a conſiderable power in depleting 
the ſyſtem, and diminiſhing-i its tenſion, Which 
we have ſhewed to abound in Epilepfy; I 
would, however, recommend thoſe of the 
milder kind; ſuch as neutral Salts, Senna, 
Manna; Rhubarb, n . as. moſt 
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Third, . a 888 a Theſe uy dil. 
charging the coagulable lymp h, are, without 
doubt, uſeful againſt a full ſatis : 3 as this is 
the part of our fluids which forins Pus, that 
we ſee evacuate theſe emunctories, which 
are generally we þ in the neighbourhood of 
the ſyſtem, where the cauſe , the diſeaſe 
acts: hence, in Epilepſy, the moſt proper 


part for an Iſſue or eto, is the ſap: of the 


neck. 261 1 
Theſe tis in wholt caſes. are ſufftci 


ent either to cure, or, at leaſt, to alleviate 


the diſeaſe ; yet I would not recommend a 
long uſe of them; ſince the ſyſtem being 
inured to this evacuation, from cuſtom anc 
habit, aſſimilates an increaſed quantity of co- 
agulable nymph, in order to ſupply the dif 
charge of pus, analogous to frequent blood 
lettings increafing plethora.—So the longer 


we continue theſe evacuations, the leſs. eſſen. 
tial are the effects. 19971; 21571 


The moſt proper mothod: ae de uſe of 


theſe "nA! to Obviate à full habit, is, 
oO Fourth, 
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Fourth, Abſtinence: This is highly effec- 
tual againſt the cauſe of Epilepſy, conſequent- 
ly againſt a turgid ſtate, of the veſſels of the 
brain, the cauſe. of this diſeaſe; and certain 
ly more Epileptics are cured by this, than 
all other remedies; and whatever advantages 
may ariſe from the uſe of the above evacua- 
tions, it is abſolutely neceſſary that the patient 
obſer ve ſtrict regularity in the non-naturals, 


and adhere inviolably to the antiphlogiſtic re- 


ganen, for a conſiderable. YU of pay 904 
Perhaps through life, TY 


„In Epilepſy, ariſing. GR aebility,” the fol- 
win g indication of cure eme moſt PIRPET- » 


| To obviate ability of the nervous power. 


Thie taken place in a thi ſtate of the ſyſtem, 
and is relieved by tonics and antiſpaſmodics,; 
there is doubt in the former from the dificul- 
ty in the adminiſtration. In the vegetable 
kingdom, there are ſome; plants abound pecu- 
liarly with an aſtringent quality, as the bark 
af ak, which has been thought to act ſpeci- 
beally in this diſeaſe; perhaps commended 
enthuſiaſtically, as it is very uncertain.—— 
The vegetables where the bitter and aſtrin- 
gent qualities are connected, are the moſt 
powerful ; as in the 
a2 Aw of 23 PRRu- 
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Penviian BARK. 


And this is not adminiſtered with fo much 
propriety to a full plethoric habit, as to re- 
move mobility of the nervous power; for it 
certainly is injurious to ſyſtems accompa- 
nied with the haermorrhagic or inflammato- 
ry Diatheſis: And, as this diſeaſe ſometimes 
fluQtuates from the mobility ariſing from tur- 
geſcency, to that from laxity, particularly con- 
nected with the nervous ſyſtem; in this ſtate 
we may admit it as a moſt powerful remedy, 
eſpecially where the acceſſions obſerve regular 
periods; as we know the bark hath particular 
| org of removing periodical diſeaſes, as is 
clearly elucidated in the phaenomena of inter- 
mittents, and that it has very trifling powers, 
. unleſs given very nigh to the ap roach of a 
_paroxyſm. Hence it appears, that the in- 
diſcriminate manner in which the Bark has 
| been preſcribed, is the reaſon of its being ex- 
ploded by many in practice: It however, with 
ſome juſtice may be ſaid, that the Jeſuit who 
firſt-thewed the uſe of this moſt noble medi- 
eine, - hath* ſafficienty: compenſated for the 
" crimes of the whole IE a Now we 
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| METALLIC Tonwnics. 


Which are more powerful than all the ve- 


getable, except the Peruvian. Bark, and 

1. Arſenic.— This is eee although 
much commended. - - - 

a Tin.— This 1 is faid to. have bad good 
effects. i. Lift , 

3. Iron. his is :fullicienly ſafe ; but if 
chalybeate waters have alleviated E pilepſies, 


they have done this not ſo much from their 


tonic gy as from the effects that ſucceed 
athing, en and cold air, in ge- 


4. Copper. -—This is perhaps an uſeful me- 
dicine againſt Epilepſy, and it is much to be 
lamented, that we are not particularly ac- 
quainted with that compoſition of it that 


proved ſo remarkably effectual, and which is 
tecorded by Baron Van Swieten, the form of 
which he himſelf is ignorant of; but, moſt 
probably, it may depend on this circumſtance, 


preſerving the tonic power of the Copper, 


and rejecting altogether its ſtimulating quali- 


ties, which may in ſome meaſure be obviated 
by joining a neutral, inſtead of an acid, with 
the Copper; which is done in the Cuprum 


Ammoniacale, now in uſe in Epileptic caſes ; 


conſiſting merely of Copper connected with 


the Sal Ammoniacum. . een has 
very _ advocates. 
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COLD BAT HAIN G. 


„This alone hath. frequently been recom- 
mended. as à cure in Epileptie caſes; and 
« whetever it has been of ſervice, I ſhould 
imagine it to be in thoſe ſyſtems where the 
mobility of the neryo9s power is conſiderably 
increaſed ; but injurious in thoſe where the 
:inflainmatory. or pletherie Diatheſig prevails. 
The method of uſing the Cold Bath ſhould 
be, either by the patient going in head fore- 
moſt, or 3 cold Water being firſt thrown upon 
his head; as in this manner it is moſt likely 
to Ade effectual, | 
WEIS cel id - ngo 
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To enter formally 3 4 ſtrict Aifuion of 
theſe: would be à Work of, time, and require 
much experiment and obſervatien, to ſhew 
with accuracy their modus operabdi ; but we 
can, in. general; ſay of theſe, they! ſcarcely 
merit the praiſe attributed to them We 
ſhall e of thoſe chiefly aicogmentled. 
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1 K long Wenn held very n 
4 in the cure of Epilepſy ; the former of which 
has been extolled even to abſurdity; many 


having credulity enough to believe, that the 
1 a root 
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root of this plant worn about the neck only, 
was very ſerviceable in this diſeaſe ; but its 
great uſe, I own myſelf unacquainted with, 
therefore paſs it over. 

Many phyſicians have aſcribed great praiſe 
to Valerian ; but I have been informed by a 
moſt eminent profeſſor at Edinburgh, who 
has been very much engaged in the practice 
of phyfick for thirty years paſt, who declared 
he had only ſeen it of ſervice in one or two 
caſes ; and when that takes place, it acts 
merely as a purgative, deſtitute of any anti- 
ſpaſmodic PRINT. 


ANIMAL O1r. 


This has been highly celebrated amongſt 
the Germans, which is the Empyreumatic oil 
of animals, highly purified, by diſtillation, 
which deſtroys the original diſagreeable odour, 
and renders it thin and limpid, of a _ſubtile, 
penetrating, not diſagreeable ſmell and taſte; 


its volatility is ſo great, that it gives all its 


power to the air; for which reaton, if there 
is any hopes of advantage in volatile; medi- 
cines, it may juſtly be expected trom this; 


and the teſtimony of many confirm the 
1 | 
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Mosen. 


By This is the moſt ſubtile of all, and there- 


fore ought to be ſcattered upon the whole 
body ; if its powers are obvious in the cure 
of hydrophobia, it ought from ſimilitude of 
reaſoning to appear in Epilepſy, and its fame 
is every where divulged ; but it is found ne- 
ceſſary to give it in large doſes to anſwer the 
intent, which may be owing to our very rarely 
meeting with this medicine pure, and ther 
fore being uncertain of its efficacy. 


ETF HHR. 


This is not altogether uſeleſs, becauſe of its 
volatility rendering it capable of being dif- 
fuſed through the whole ſyſtem; and there- 
fore it is not to be altogether rejected. 


OPIVU M. 


This has been condemned by many in the 
cure of Epileply. Two very illuſtrious names 
in phyfick, De Haen and Morgagni, have com- 
mended it, but without giving any ſufficient 
reaſon for their opinion. De Haen relates a 
particular caſe, where the acceſſion uſed to 
return during ſleep; and he declares that many 
paroxyſms were obviated by the uſe of 

7 Oplum, 
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opium, the ſlowneſs of the pulſe having ſuf- 
kciently indicated their approach. This is 
very little to the purpoſe; neither is the rea- 
ſonipg of Morgagni fufficiently probable.—In 
my own opinion 15 acts here as a tonic, and 


being given at a happy criſis before the ac- 
ceſſion, by that means obviates it —Certainly 
if ever it is to be admitted in ſpaſmodic con- 
vulfions or Epilepſies, it ought to be admitted 
as nearly as "Rs to the acceſſion, becauſe of 
its quickly loſing its power; and this being 
over, it always leaves the ſyſtem more ir- 
ritable. Its inebriating quality on the one 
hand quickens the circulation to the head, 
and debilitates and irritates in conſequence ; 
ſo, on the other hand, its being given in ſuch 
quantity, and at ſuch a particular time, to 
obviate an acceſſion by diminiſhing the ner- 
yous mobility, or to be more particular the 
mobility of the nervous power, in which 
ſpaſms conſiſt, But this power of opium does 
not appear ſo clearly in a pure idiopathic Epi- 
lepſy, where the brain itſelf is the ſeat of the 
diſeaſe, as in one ariſing from irritation of the 
ſyſtem in general, or of a particular part.--- 
But in fact, the raſh uſe of it in the former 
caſe is ſcarcely compenſated for, by the more 
prudent uſe of it in the latter. | 
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The action of this plant is not unlike that 
of opium, only that it does not leave the 
belly ſo conſtipated ; this advantage alone be- 
ing admitted, it is either (notwithſtanding the 
high character given of it by Dr. Stork) not 
to be given at all, or with the ſame reſtric- 


tions as opium, in Epilepſy. 


This indication for the removing mobility, 
contains a great many remedies; the uſe of 
which in a plethoric ſyſtem would be altoge- 
ther abſurd, and are adapted ſimply to mobi- 
lity, accompanied with debility ; but as this 
frequently in time ſucceeds the other, fo muſt 
we practiſe accordingly.ä— We may add a 
fourth indication for the convaleſcent ſtate. 


To obviate altogether an habitual Diſeaſe. 


2 This is chiefly done by avoiding occaſional 
eauſes ; a little fuller diet may be admitted; 
this diſeaſe ſometimes varies in ſuch a man- 


ner, that to thoſe where abſtinence hath becn 


ſtrictly commanded, a fuller diet comes in for 
a remedy, after a few years. I fay here, 3 
more liberal regimen, not abſolutely a full 
regimen ; for irritability of the nervous and 


ſanguiferous ſyſtem is particularly to be at- 


tended to. A generous glaſs of wine may be 


admitted, 
1 
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admitted, but not in quantity to inebriate, as 
a little ſtrengthens and nouriſhes the body 
without irritating it, which effect has con- 
ſiderable power againſt the very production 
of mobility. — Sleep ought to be enjoyed tem- 
perately, which is moſt adapted to corrobo- 
tating the body. — Let the degree of the at- 
moſphere, if it can be ſo contrived, be under 
64 of Farenheit's Thermometer, rather than 
above. ; | 

All theſe may be varied diſcretionally, ac- 
cording to the ſtate of the convaleſcents. 
This alteration being properly and ſkilfully 
managed, other remedies being leſs efficacious, 
and the difeaſe itſelf not being fo well in- 
veſtigated, is highly beneficial ; which is a 
maxim from the time of Hippocrates down 
to the preſent. wr. ; 
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